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where my mother had established a hospital for German
and Austrian wounded. There we saw the troops returning
from Austria, among them the Fusilier battalion of the Royal
Grenadiers, whose flag she crowned with laurels; and, in
September, after our return, I saw victorious troops pass for
the second time along the Via Triumphalis of the city.
Such were my earliest impressions.

My father lives in the mind of his own and of succeeding
generations as the victor of Koniggratz and W5rth who helped
to forge Germany's Imperial crown; as the amiable and
popular Crown Prince; and, as Emperor, in the brief reign
that followed Ms long waiting, touched with a sort of tragic
radiance, as the man of sorrows, who bore with noble fortitude
sufferings that carried him, off before his time.

1 cannot remember a time when he was not a passionate
believer in the idea of Germany and an enthusiast for the
creation of a new German Empire. As a boy I always regarded
it as a special favour to be allowed by him to look at Bock's
splendid book on the " German Treasures of the Holy Roman
Empire/* It was so big that I had to spread it out on the floor,
and I was never tired of looking at the pictures, which my
father would explain as he squatted beside me on the ground,
When the great year 1870 brought the fulfilment of his dreams
within sight, he got Counts Stillfried, Harrach and Seckendorff
to make designs for the insignia of the new Empire. He had
no use for that of the Master of the Ceremonies, but had the
water-colour sketches of the other two hung up in the ante-
chamber of his workroom, writing " not approved " under
Seckendorff s crown, and " good " under Harrach's, which
characteristically, was more medieval in feeling. To my father,
the new German Empire was a continuation of the medieval,
the Emperor the successor of Charlemagne. Further proofs of
this romantic point of view are given by the episode, on which
I shall touch later, of the Goslar throne at the first opening of
the Reichstag, his original decision to be called Frederick IV, and
his endeavours to get the old Imperial jewels transferred from